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Llama Llama is an animated series about a 
young child’s first steps in growing up and 
facing childhood milestones.  Each episode is 
structured to be around a childhood milestone 
coupled with a life lesson learned by Llama 
Llama and his friends, told with a sense of 
humor, vitality and understanding.

• Rob Minkoff - Director of Lion King to 
oversee all aspects of production

• Joe Purdy - Headwriter and Show Runner 
(Hey Arnold and Dinosaur Train)

• Jane Startz - Producer (The Magic School 
Bus, Spooksville)

Season 1 - 30 x 11’
Season 2 - 20 x 11’,
including 2 x Holiday Specials 
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• #1 New York Times Best Sellers  
• Over 30 million copies in print
• Printed in 14 Languages and available 

in over 60 countries!

A Major Publishing 
Phenomenon
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Following the formative 
adventures of young Llama 
Llama and his Mama, the 
books engage parents 
and children alike with 
charming storylines, iconic 
illustrations, touching 
moments and timeless 
lessons for young and  
old told in rhythmic  
rhymes. 

Capturing 
the hearts of 
preschoolers 
around the 
world
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A prototypical young child living in a world 
full of new daily experiences:
• Going to school
• Sleeping with the lights off
• Visiting a doctor
• Having a baby sitter
• Getting lost in the department store
• Having to share
• Fighting with a best friend

One of Llama Llama’s most endearing 
qualities is his childlike honesty. He’s not 
afraid to tell the truth, and he is a dramatic 
mirror to the world around him. You don’t 
doubt for a minute how he feels... it’s 
written all over his face.

Who is Llama Llama?
The Show
At its core, Llama Llama is a show about a child 
growing up and facing childhood milestones – 
within the context of a close-knit, 21st century 
community filled with visually appealing, iconic 
anthropomorphic animals of all ages. 

The readers of Llama Llama have grown up 
along with him. Our show features Llama Llama, 
just a typical 5-year-old of kindergarten age, 
embarking on new adventures with a host of 
other neighborhood kids and sharing experiences 
that are sometimes intimidating, sometimes 
daunting, sometimes firsts, yet always told with 
a sense of humor, vitality and understanding. 

Sharing with friends, dealing with bullies, staying 
home sick – all for the first time – are some 
of the many milestones explored in the series.  
Llama and his friends make mistakes, learn to 
grow and receive encouragement from helping 
parents and community members along the way

The series will be animated in a style and 
look similar to the award-winning and wildly 
popular style and palette of author & illustrator 
Anna Dewdney with a new episode for every 
11-minute story.
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Llama, like most young 
children, is a creature of habit 
who feels more comfortable 
with a predictable rhythm 
and routine to his day.  As 
a young llama, he tends 
to overreact to just about 
anything (he’s as dramatic as 
any other kid on the block), 
but once he ventures forward 
and attempts the obstacle 
that seems insurmountable, 
he ends up feeling that things 
aren’t really so bad.

He’s very brave, though, and 
more and more, he takes risks 
in the face of his fears.
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One of Llama Llama’s most endearing 
qualities is his childlike honesty. He’s not 
afraid to tell the truth and, for him, the 
truth is his emotional experience. You don’t 
doubt for a minute how he feels... it’s 
written all over his face. He is a dramatic 
mirror to the world around him. He gets 
bored, angry, frightened, psyched, and 
those feelings take on lives of their own.

Llama goes through each of his days, 
sometimes getting freaked out and reacting 
to challenges that he then realizes can be 
coped with because he has support from 
his friends, family and all those who love 
him.  He’s a real kid through and through.  
Llama’s “magical powers” are not of the 
supernatural variety but of this very real 
world – he knows how he feels, is not 
afraid to show his emotions and can connect 
with others to build meaningful and joyous 
relationships. (We visualize from time to 
time what he is imagining.)  



8

Actress Jennifer Garner will be 
bringing Mama Llama to life! As a 
central character in the series, Mama 
Llama represents the ultimate safe 
haven for young Llama Llama, and she 
is honest, relatable, and quick to joke 
and be silly.

“I’ve read Anna Dewdney’s Llama Llama 
books to my kids hundreds of times in 
the last 10 years. I’m thrilled to bring 
Mama Llama to life for Netflix! The 
Llama Llama books are so fun to read, 
your kids won’t even notice they are 
learning life lessons, such as how to 
battle boredom, or braving the first 
day of school.”
- Jennifer Garner 

The Voice of 
Mama Llama
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How To Be A Little Person In A Big World:
Llama learns how to take first steps toward independence 
such as the first day of school, having a baby sitter, 
visiting a department store, swimming in the deep end, 
and trying new foods!  

Life Is Based On Relationships:
Llama finds himself in different, new situations in which 
he comes to understand that it is important to have 
empathy for others.

Accepting and Embracing Differences:
Llama learns the value of tolerance and acceptance 
through his community, which is filled with multicultural 
animal families and community workers of different 
hues, species, and family structures.

Adults Who Inspire, Teach and Allay Anxiety:
Llama encounters adults who are emotionally accessible 
and sensitive to young children’s needs. 

Last but not least:

Learning is fun and cool!  

Themes Explored
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Meet the Cast

Mama Llama
Mama Llama shares a warm, loving 

relationship with her son. She 
represents the ultimate safe haven.

Fuzzy/Dolly Llama
Llama’s stuffed toy; semi-sentient, 

but only with regard to the 
audience.

Nelly Gnu
Llama’s best buddy; spunky, 

inquisitive, likes to build and paint. 
She has a temper at times!

Luna Giraffe
Quintessential “perfect” little girl, 
very feminine, polite, fastidious, 

deferential; opposite to Nelly Gnu.

Llama Llama
Llama Llama is our hero who’s 

never afraid to tell the truth; you’ll 
always know exactly how he feels.

Audrey Antelope
Audrey is Llama Llama’s limb different 

friend. She doesn’t let her disability stop her 
from doing anything her friends can do.
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Meet the Cast

Grandpa Llama
Llama Llama’s maternal 
grandfather; retired postal carrier.

Grandma Llama
Llama Llama’s maternal grandmother; 
nurse.

Euclid
Sheep with glasses; intellectual/
philosophical; asks many questions.

Daddy and Mommy Gnu
Nelly’s Daddy is a cook and a builder. 
Nelly’s Mama takes care of Nelly and 
her baby brother. 

Zelda Zebra
School teacher of Llama and his 
friends; frequent arbiter of conflict 
and dispenses wisdom.

Gilroy Goat
Classmate/friend/sometimes 
antagonist of Llama; wants to make 
friends but doesn’t know how.
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The world of Llama Llama is relatable and earthbound, 
secure and as grounded as it is in the books, yet full 
of rich details and specificity to the surroundings of a 
familiar modern suburban enclave not far from a big city.  
There is a real sense of community in this town and it is 
a mixed neighborhood. There are a bunch of little houses 
on Llama’s street, peopled / “animaled” with a wide 
variety of multicultural families of various stripes and 
colors (and in this case, of animal variety). 

The primary locations include Llama’s home (bedroom, 
kitchen, living and dining rooms), his school (classroom, 
playground/sandbox, library), his neighborhood (friends’ 
houses, park, woodsy places that Llama and his friends 
can easily ride their bikes to, local stores) and downtown 
with crowded streets (a bit too frenetic for Llama) and” 
Big Box” stores (of the Wal-Mart, Costco variety). Llama’s 
own neighborhood is very real – nothing too bizarre 
actually happens. Yet, like all children, Llama sometimes 
has Calvin-and-Hobbes-ian flights of fantasy, so as a 
result of his everyday anxieties, he sometimes transports 
himself to wild places and sees exotic creatures but these 
experiences are just products of his creative imagination 
– the way he processes and dissipates his fears. 

The World
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The Music
There will be an inherent sense 
of musicality to the show because 
the books have a widely appealing 
rhythmic structure– the audio 
palette would include pianos, a 
whimsical style with percussion 
(i.e., xylophone).  Think Annie 
Lennox, Aimee Mann, Liz Phair, 
Belinda Carlisle, They Might 
Be Giants, Fiona Apple, Juliana 
Hatfield.
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Animation Style
The animation style in the TV series Llama Llama 
will mirror Anna Dewdney’s unique vision and 
the look of her books. Llama and his friends 
will look to be of kindergarten age as they do in 
Anna’s more recent books.

Anna’s hand-drawn style and striking paint 
textures will be adapted for the series by 
employing a 2-1/2 D approach in the animation.  
Anna’s personal touch and now iconic look of 
the book series will pop on the screen from the 
hybrid animation technique we use -- not strictly 
CGI but a combination of drawn/flash animation/
and rendered 3D. 

Llama Llama the TV series will feel like a natural 
animated extension of the Anna Dewdney’s 
books. 
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Sample Episodes
1.  Llama Llama Zoom Zoom Zoom:  

The annual Fast Forward Soap-Box Derby race to be held in town, down  Zigzag Road, Llama 
and his friends decide to enter. The prize is a skateboard. With help from their parents, all 
the principal characters build their own race vehicles: Nelly builds a hot-rod buggy; Euclid 
makes a solar-powered contraption that looks like something Galileo might’ve made (and he 
can reference Galileo); Gilroy Goat has a Mad Max-style overbuilt race rig that he rams  other 
people with; and Luna has a dainty Victorian carriage sort of vehicle.  Llama has a crisis: he 
doesn’t have a vehicle – what will he race in?  Then he remembers a photo of Grandpa Llama 
wearing a helmet and goggles.  It turns out that Grandpa won the race 40 years ago, when 
he was young. Grandpa takes Llama into the shed and pulls out his old classic soap-box derby 
race vehicle.  It’s wooden and dusty and broken and looks like it should be in a museum or a 
Dumpster. At first Llama has grave doubts-- everyone else’s vehicle is sure to be so cool and 
his is a dilapidated old wreck Maybe he should quit while he’s ahead. But Grandpa manages 
to get him out of his funk by convincing him otherwise. Grandpa says that he himself is no 
spring chicken but that he’s still got lots of piss and vinegar. He challenges Llama to several 
different funny one on one trials (arm wrestling, weight pressing, etc.) and what do you 
know?  Grandpa wins! He tells Llama that age is no indication of worth and  that  if you 
polish him up and put a bow tie on him-- he looks as good and is as kick ass (or maybe more 
so) as  any youngster in the neighborhood and the same with his soap box rig. Llama is 
sold. Through lots of near collapses, Grandpa and Llama  manage to fix it up and after a few 
mishaps they get it to the starting line.  Mama is worried but Grandpa reassures her.  Leona 
Leopard is the race official with the checkered flag.  Lots of chaos and drama and neck-and-
neck racing down the steep and twisty road, and just before the end of the race Nelly Gnu’s 
little baby brother Newman’s baby buggy gets bumped  (a la Potemkin) and it rolls down 
the course gathering speed!  It careens off course for a while and ends back on the road just 
before the finish and he crosses the line first!  Newman is crowned the champion!
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2. Nosy Neighbor:  

It’s Clean Up Day/Green Up Day/Neighbor-Helping-Neighbor Day in Llama Llama’s town. 
Mama Llama has signed up Llama Llama and his friends to help the elderly neighbor by 
cleaning up her yard.  This neighbor, a very elderly elephant, lives alone in a creepy old 
house.  The kids have been scared to walk by it in the past because everything is very 
overgrown and the house looks scary. All of them, particularly Llama, are convinced that she 
is a witch!  When they go over and start raking leaves and trimming bushes, the old neighbor 
peers at them out the window and is always looking at them from around the corner in a 
curious, nosy sort of way (she’s an elephant and very nosy after all); this makes the kids 
increasingly nervous and suspicious of her.  Then, all of a sudden, the neighbor opens the 
window and bellows something at them…the kids drop their tools and run!  The next day at 
school Llama and his friends talk about what happened and are sure  that the old elephant is 
mean and weird and up to no good. They sneak back into the yard after school to investigate 
and to find out what is really going on.  At her property, they see and hear strange noises 
and come to fanciful and erroneous conclusions about who the elephant-lady must be and 
what awful things she must be up to…Llama tells Mama that she’s a scary old witch and is 
never going back. Mama reminds Llama that he doesn’t really know the neighbor and that 
he should take a risk and see what she is really like. Summoning up his courage he rallies his 
equally terrified troop of friends and, with great trepidation, they spy on her from behind 
bushes near the  house. Once again, they hear lots of banging coming from inside and are 
convinced that she is up to something really scary until first Llama and then one by one the 
rest of the gang, smell something delicious  and they discover that she is not  up to no good 
and is really making cookies (and in fact had been trying to offer them some yesterday when 
they mistook her elephant-bellow and ran off).   The old elephant-lady welcomes them into 
her house (albeit loudly), and they all sit down to cookies and lemonade (very yummy!) in her 
cozy kitchen.
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3.  Llama Llama Slumber Party:  

Llama gets invited to a sleepover at Gilroy’s house.  Euclid is invited too.  Llama is excited 
to go as it’s his first sleepover, but once he gets there things aren’t as easy to deal with as 
he expected.  Llama and friends play for part of the day, but then Gilroy’s dad asks them to 
help with some chores around the house; Llama  is happy to help but at some point it seems 
like a lot of work to do on a sleepover – he has chores at his own house, but not these 
kind of new chores (perhaps building a chicken coop).  Then at dinner, foods are served 
that Llama isn’t used to (they look odd, squishy and seem, just a bit squiggly. At bedtime, 
Llama has to sleep on a squeaky cot and he doesn’t find it very comfortable and Gilroy and 
Euclid talk all night and Llama can’t get to sleep.  Once everyone is asleep, however, Llama’s 
imagination runs away with him: everything in the room takes on a sinister cast as his 
imagination runs away with him (eg the clothes pole seems like a multi –armed monster. He 
is too afraid/embarrassed to check things out on his own or wake up his friends. He hears 
a noise: he hears a tap-tap-tapping and becomes convinced that it is a monster. He winds 
himself up into a frenzy, and piles pillows and blankets around himself …finally getting so 
hot (and the blankets are heavy!) that he throws everything off in a big explosion of energy, 
deciding that he is now brave enough to go get Mr. and Mrs. Goat, and he runs to their 
room.  Bill Goat explains that it is the old fashioned radiator making the popping/tapping 
noise. Together, they check out the clothes pole, just some old shirts, and then Llama Llama, 
reassured, goes back to bed.  In the morning, Llama is a little bleary-eyed but feels pretty 
good.  When Gilroy isn’t around, Euclid tells him that he heard some weird noises last 
night and was scared.  Llama tells Euclid about the radiator, and Euclid tells Llama that he 
hadn’t thought of that and that Llama must be pretty smart.  Mr. and Mrs. Goat make a 
fabulous breakfast of pancakes (and fresh eggs from the chicken coop – now Llama sees the 
connection) and Llama remarks to himself that breakfasts at his house aren’t actually this 
great.  Llama starts to revel in the new experiences away from home.  When Mama Llama 
comes to pick him up, Llama rushes around and proudly/excitedly shows her all the chores 
they did the day before, and when Mrs. Goat offers Mama some special food (alfalfa?) from 
the night before, Mama is unfamiliar with it and Llama jumps in and explains to Mama what 
it is and how to eat it, etc.
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4. Llama Llama and the Bully Goat:  

Llama goes to school, where he has fun learning and being with friends:  
singing, playing games, drawing, reading.  Through each activity, there is 
silly action and interplay between Llama and Nelly Gnu (who always is a little 
loony and colors outside the lines – literally and figuratively), Luna the Giraffe 
(who is the exact opposite, a very “perfect” little girl), and Euclid (who is 
always a little egg-headed and sarcastic).  At the outside of this little circle is 
Gilroy.  Gilroy starts mocking first one, then another of the characters… and 
then Gilroy fixates on Llama.  Gilroy is not a beat-you-up-at-the-lockers kind 
of bully, but someone who lacks a “filter” and says things to be funny before 
considering if everyone will actually feel that way or if anyone’s feelings might 
get hurt.  Gilroy does things/says some things that the teacher sees, and she 
remonstrates, but she doesn’t catch all Gilroy’s “jokes” and pranks (of the 
unkind-sign-taped-to-someone’s-back or tack-on-the-chair or shoelaces-tied-
together-so-you-trip variety).  Ultimately, Gilroy harasses Llama and Nelly and 
they have had enough, so Llama stands up to him.  The teacher (Zelda Zebra) 
notices and Gilroy gets a time out.  After a while, Gilroy apologizes for his 
snarky comments and unfunny pranks and says he wasn’t really trying to be 
mean, he just didn’t think it through that a joke has to be something that all 
parties think is funny.  Gilroy tries to rejoin the group.  Llama accepts Gilroy’s 
apology and includes him in the activity.  However all the other kids in class 
now shun Gilroy because of his previous behavior, and Llama points out that 
now Gilroy is the one being bullied- and then Llama is bullied because the rest 
of the class considers him guilty by association. Llama figures out a clever way 
to stop the vicious cycle and suggests a contest where everyone has to come 
up with their best jokes and comments that don’t make fun of anyone and 
that all vote on and consider to be funny.  Episode ends with apologies and 
understanding all ‘round, and everyone leaves in peace at the end of the day.
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From the bountifully entertaining hilarious gem Llama 
Llama Red Pajama, which established her reputation, 
to the timely and topically significant latest book Llama 
Llama and the Bully Goat, Anna Dewdney has written 
an amazing collection of books for children such as the 
clever Grumpy Gloria, the toddler favorite Llama Llama 
Zippity-Zoom, and the popular Llama Llama Misses Mama 
that have provided readers with colorful stories for many 
years. 

Dewdney has written scores of books that have delighted 
parents and children alike. A writer, illustrator, and 
animal enthusiast, Dewdney lives in Vermont with 
her three dogs. She spends her time visiting her two 
daughters, speaking at conferences, and hiking. 

She has previously had a plethora of jobs: waitress, 
furniture salesperson, daycare provider, school bus driver, 
mail carrier, and teacher. Dewdney hails from a family 
of five; her father is a doctor and lover of books who 
often read to her and her sisters – and her mother is also 
a writer. Although her family’s preschool days are long 
behind them, she enjoys writing stories, painting, and 
making pictures for the whole family to enjoy.

The Creator: Anna Dewdney
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